
 Alexander Hamilton High School 
Summer Reading List:  

Students Entering Grade 10 
 

 
 

In an effort to foster a life-long appreciation of reading and learning, the English department suggests that students continue to read 
and challenge themselves over the summer. To build this habit, we have provided each grade level with a recommended 
reading list of appropriate selections.  We strongly encourage you to choose TWO  books from our list and/or other 
appropriate titles that you would like to read this summer. When you return in September, you will be asked to complete a 
project on your chosen reading selections.  Enjoy! 
 

Need Library Access for Online Books? Greenburgh Library: Get a library card through this online application. 
 
Want Free Online Books? Try OpenLibrary.org or gutenberg.org,  teenbookcloud, thefreeonlinenovel, and audible 
stories for many free online written and audio titles.  

 
 

The Alchemyst: The Secrets of the Immortal Nicholas Flamel 
By Michael Scott 
When siblings Josh and Sophie walk into the bookstore they witness a spectacular display of magic between bookseller 
and immortal alchemist Nicholas Flamel and his nemesis John Dee. After Dee steals the Codex, Josh and Sophie are 
forced to help retrieve the Codex before it is used for evil means.  
 

The Toll (Arc of the Scythe Series #3)  
By Neal Shusterman 
It’s been three years since Rowan and Citra disappeared; since Scythe Goddard came into power; since the 
Thunderhead closed itself off to everyone but Grayson Tolliver. In this pulse-pounding conclusion to New York Times 
bestselling author Neal Shusterman’s Arc of a Scythe trilogy, constitutions are tested and old friends are brought back 
from the dead. 
 

Shatter Me (Shatter Me Series #1) 
By Tahereh Mafi 
One touch is all it takes. One touch, and Juliette Ferrars can leave a fully grown man gasping for air. One touch, and 
she can kill. No one knows why Juliette has such incredible power. It feels like a curse, a burden that one person alone 
could never bear. But The Reestablishment sees it as a gift, sees her as an opportunity. An opportunity for a deadly 
weapon. 
 

Entwined 
By Heather Dixon 
Azalea and her eleven sisters are trapped inside the castle with the Keeper. Each night he lets them out through a secret 
passageway to dance.  As the heir to the throne, Azalea must take care of her sisters and find a way to free them from 
Keeper’s curse.  
 

https://greenburghlibrary.libwizard.com/f/LibraryCard-
https://openlibrary.org/
https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://www.teenbookcloud.com/Home.aspx
https://thefreeonlinenovel.com/
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen


The Five People You Meet in Heaven 
By Mitch Albom 
Eddie is a wounded war veteran, who thinks he has lived an uninspired life. At age 83, a tragic accident kills him and 
he awakes in the afterlife, where he learns that heaven is a place where your life is explained to you by five people. 
 

The Lost Boy: A Foster Child's Search for the Love of a Family (Sequel to A Child Called “It”) 
By Dave Pelzer 
An abused boy is rescued from a dangerous alcoholic mother only to learn that his real hurt is just beginning -- he has 
no place to call home. 
 

The House of the Scorpion 
By Nancy Farmer 
Set in a futuristic society that believes in cloning, this book presents Matt, a clone of the powerful 140-year-old drug 
lord El Patron. When Matt learns that his sole purpose is to provide El Patron with organs to help him live longer, he 
seeks the help of a good friend to help his escape.  
 

I Will Save You 
By Matt De La Peña 
Kidd’s mom killed his father and herself, so he was sent to live in a group home. After running away, he gets a job and 
falls in love with a girl named Olivia. Problems happen when his ex-best friend Devon shows up. Devon has decided 
rich people are the cause of problems in the world, and wants to kill all of them – especially Olivia. 
 

Muchacho 
By Louanne Johnson 
Eddie Corazon attends an alternative high school for juvenile delinquents in his drug and gang infested neighborhood. 
He meets and falls in love with Lupe who makes him think about his future and where his actions will take him.  
 

Rules for Being a Girl  
By Candance Bushnell and Katie Cotugno 
A propulsive novel about a girl who is preyed upon by a manipulative teacher and finds the power to fight back.  
 

Shift 
By Jennifer Bradbury 
Best friends Chris and Win celebrate senior graduation by taking a cross-country bicycle trek from West Virginia to 
Washington, but Win never makes it. The FBI investigates Chris to piece together the mystery of his friend’s 
disappearance. Alternating chapters from present day to the friends’ road trip slowly reveal clues about the nature of 
the boys’ friendship, and the mystery surrounding Win’s disappearance.  
 

Clap When You Land  
By Elizabeth Acevedo 
When Yahaira’s father leaves for his annual summer trip to the D.R., the plane crashes, leaving no survivors and 
upending the lives of Yahaira and his other daughter, Camino. In the months following the crash, the girls, previously 
unknown to each other, discover their sisterhood—and their father’s double life—and must come to terms with 
difficult truths about their parents.  In a novel-in-verse that brims with grief and love, Acevedo writes about the 
devastation of loss, the difficulty of forgiveness, and the bittersweet bonds that shape our lives. 
 

One of Us Is Next 
By Karen McManus 
A ton of copycat gossip apps have popped up since Simon died, but in the year since the Bayview four were cleared of 
his shocking death, no one's been able to fill the gossip void quite like he could. The problem is no one has the facts.  
Until now...   
 
 
 
 
 

All lists can be located on the Alexander Hamilton High School 
library page of our district website. 


